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SAN ĠORĠ PRECA COLLEGE 

PRIMARY SCHOOLS  

Half Yearly Exams 2016 

 

Name: _______________________   Class: ______________  

Welcome children. During this session you will be listening to two passages. 
You may now look at Task One. (Allow a 30 second pause while students 
familiarise themselves with the paper.) 
 
Procedure for Task One 
 
Listen carefully. You will listen to the passage twice. 
Now listen to some facts about penguins. If you wish you may start completing 
the exercises as you listen. 
 

Penguins 
 
Penguins are a group of aquatic, flightless birds living almost exclusively in 
the Southern Hemisphere, especially in Antarctica. They cannot fly but they 
are great swimmers. Penguins use their flippers (or wings) to move their 
bodies through the water. They can swim for many miles, chase small animals 
and fish in the water.  
 
Penguins like to consume krill, anchovies, sardines and squid. Penguins can 
see very well under the water. Sometimes penguins run into predators, such 
as leopard seals and killer whales while swimming. Penguins spend about half 
of their lives on land and half in the oceans. They can live between 15 to 20 
years. 
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Emperor penguins are the largest penguins. They are the fastest swimmers 
and can stay under the water for 20 minutes. They cannot breathe in the 
water but they use oxygen that they stored in their body to stay under the 
surface.  
 
Penguins warn each other when something is wrong. This is because year 
after year they lay their eggs in the same place.  This means that predators 
know they are coming. Penguins sense when danger is coming and alert the 
other birds. The two biggest threats to penguins are oil spills and global 
warming. 
 
Rookery is where penguins lay their eggs. Some penguins lay their eggs in 
nests and other balance their eggs on their feet. 
 

 
From: http://english-tonight.com/esl-listening-activity-penguins  
 
 
Listen to the sentences. Underline the correct word in each sentence. The 
first one has been done for you. (leave a pause between each number) 
 

A) Underline the correct word.  
 

1. Penguins live in (Antarctica, Africa, Europe).  

2. Penguins use their (feet, flippers, tail) to move their bodies through 

the water. 

3. They can live (10 to 15 years, 15 to 20 years, 20 to 25 years).   

4. Emperor Penguins are the (smallest, fastest, largest) penguins.  

5. Rookery is where penguins (alert each other, lay their eggs,                  

balance their eggs).  

http://english-tonight.com/esl-listening-activity-penguins/
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Listen to the sentences. Fill in with the correct word. The first one has been 
done for you. (leave a pause between each number) 
 
B) Fill in the blanks with ONE suitable word. The first one has been done for 
you:   
 

1. Penguins are a group of aquatic, flightless birds.  

2. Penguins spend about half of their lives on ______________ and half 

in the oceans. 

3. The two biggest threats to penguins are ____________________ 

spills and __________________________ warming.  

4. Some penguins lay their eggs in nests and others balance their eggs on 

their ______________. 

      

Now listen to the passage again. 
 
Penguins 
 
Penguins are a group of aquatic, flightless birds living almost exclusively in 
the Southern Hemisphere, especially in Antarctica. They cannot fly but they 
are great swimmers. Penguins use their flippers (or wings) to move their 
bodies through the water. They can swim for many miles, chase small animals 
and fish in the water.  
 
Penguins like to consume krill, anchovies, sardines and squid. Penguins can 
see very well under the water. Sometimes penguins run into predators, such 
as leopard seals and killer whales while swimming. Penguins spend about half 
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of their lives on land and half in the oceans. They can live between 15 to 20 
years. 
 
Emperor penguins are the largest penguins. They are the fastest swimmers 
and can stay under the water for 20 minutes. They cannot breathe in the 
water but they use oxygen that they stored in their body to stay under the 
surface.  
 

Penguins warn each other when something is wrong. This is because year 
after year they lay their eggs in the same place.  This means that predators 
know they are coming. Penguins sense when danger is coming and alert the 
other birds. The two biggest threats to penguins are oil spills and global 
warming. 
 

Rookery is where penguins lay their eggs. Some penguins lay their eggs in 
nests and other balance their eggs on their feet. 
 
 

From: http://english-tonight.com/esl-listening-activity-penguins  
 

 
Listen to the sentences. Underline the correct word in each sentence. The 
first one has been done for you. (leave a pause between each number) 
 

B) Underline the correct word.  
 

1. Penguins live in (Antarctica, Africa, Europe).  

2. Penguins use their (feet, flippers, tail) to move their bodies through 

the water. 

3. They can live (10 to 15 years, 15 to 20 years, 20 to 25 years).   

4. Emperor Penguins are the (smallest, fastest, largest) penguins.  

5. Rookery is where penguins (alert each other, lay their eggs,                  

balance their eggs).  

http://english-tonight.com/esl-listening-activity-penguins/
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Listen to the sentences. Fill in with the correct word. The first one has been 
done for you. (leave a pause between each number) 
 
B) Fill in the blanks with ONE suitable word. The first one has been done for 
you:   
 

1. Penguins are a group of aquatic, flightless birds.  

2. Penguins spend about half of their lives on ______________ and half 

in the oceans. 

3. The two biggest threats to penguins are ____________________ 

spills and __________________________ warming.  

4. Some penguins lay their eggs in nests and others balance their eggs on 

their ______________. 

 

 
You now have one minute to check your answers. (1 minute) 
This is the end of Task One. 
 
Now we are going to proceed to Task Two. 
 
Procedure for Task Two 
 
Look at Task Two. 
(Allow a 30 second pause while students familiarise themselves with the 
pages.) 
 
Listen carefully. You will listen to the passage twice. If you wish you may 
start completing the exercises as you listen. 
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Sand and Stone. 
 

Paul and James were best friends. They fought for many reasons but they 
never gave up on their friendship. They went in search of a job and visited 
many places to earn more money. They passed through various places, 
villages, towns, forests, beaches and were supporting each other all the way 
throughout their journey.   
 

One day they reached a desert and they had very little food and water. Paul 
told James to eat half the quantity of food.  Later on, once they get very tired, 
they could eat another half and save water for later.   
 

However, James disagreed. He wanted to drink water as he was very thirsty. 
They quarrelled about the water. Paul slapped James and they walked in 
silence. They decided to eat and continue their journey. James wrote in sand, 
‘My best friend slapped me!’   
 

They shared the small amount of food and water and finally reached an oasis. 
They were very tired after passing through the dry and hot desert. James was 
so happy to see the oasis and had a lot of fun in the water. While they both 
were bathing, James was a bit careless and began to drown. Paul rushed to 
him and saved James.   
 

James hugged his friend and thanked him. They had a little nap and decided 
to leave the place. They were about to leave, when James carved something 
on the rock.   
It was ‘My best friend saved my life!’ 
 

Paul asked ‘Why are you writing all this, James?’ James replied, ‘You slapped 
me and I wrote it in sand. It was definitely not a good thing to do. However, if 
you go and have a look at the sand you can find nothing written there. Now I 
carved the good deed on the stone, and it will remain forever!’  
 

The lesson from this story is that we have to forgive the bad deeds done to us 
and fondly remember good deeds.   
  
From: http://www.kidsworldfun.com/shortstories_sandandstone.php.  
 

http://www.kidsworldfun.com/shortstories_sandandstone.php
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Listen to the exercises and complete them. 
(leave a pause between each number) 
  
Number 1 : Answer ‘True’, ‘False’ or ‘No Information Given’ by marking  
 with a tick (). The first one has been done for you.  
 

a. Paul and James were best friends.  
The correct answer is TRUE. (pause) 

b. Paul and James shared their food equally. 
Mark the correct box now. (pause)    

c. Paul slapped James and they walked in silence. 
Mark the correct box now. (pause)  

d. When they arrived at the oasis they found a lot of food. 
Mark the correct box now. (pause)   

e. Paul saved James from drowning.    
Mark the correct box now. (pause) 

f. After ten years some people found the stone near the oasis. 
Mark the correct box now. (pause)   

 
Number 2: Mark the correct answer with a tick (). The first one has been 
done for you. 
 
i. The two friends were called   
a. Paul and Tom. 
b. James and Paul.  
c. Tom and James. 
The correct answer is (b) James and Paul. 
 
ii. They were in search of  
a. an oasis.   
b. a job.  
c. friendship.  
Mark the correct box now. (pause) 
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iii. They passed through a lot of places and were supporting each other  
a. with food and drink.   
b. throughout the journey. 
c. with sand and stones.   
Mark the correct box now. (pause) 
 
iv.     They were very tired after passing  
a. through the hot desert.   
b. through a village.  
c. through a forest.   
Mark the correct box now. (pause) 
 
iv.     Before they left the oasis they  
a. ate some food.   
b. bought a horse.  
c. had a short nap.   
Mark the correct box now. (pause) 
 
v.     James wrote the good deeds on stone because  
a. they will remain forever.   
b. they will be rubbed off.  
c. they will decorate the surroundings.   
Mark the correct box now. (pause) 
 
 
Number 3: Complete the sentence.         
The story teaches us that we must always _______________ each other.  
 
(Allow the students 30 seconds to answer the question) 
 
Listen to the passage again. You may complete any unanswered questions 
while listening to the text. 
 
Look at Task Two. 
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Sand and Stone. 
 

Paul and James were best friends. They fought for many reasons but they 
never gave up on their friendship. They went in search of a job and visited 
many places to earn more money. They passed through various places, 
villages, towns, forests, beaches and were supporting each other all the way 
throughout their journey.   
 

One day they reached a desert and they had very little food and water. Paul 
told James to eat half the quantity of food.  Later on, once they get very tired, 
they could eat another half and save water for later.   
 

However, James disagreed. He wanted to drink water as he was very thirsty. 
They quarrelled about the water. Paul slapped James and they walked in 
silence. They decided to eat and continue their journey. James wrote in sand, 
‘My best friend slapped me!’   
 

They shared the small amount of food and water and finally reached an oasis. 
They were very tired after passing through the dry and hot desert. James was 
so happy to see the oasis and had a lot of fun in the water. While they both 
were bathing, James was a bit careless and began to drown. Paul rushed to 
him and saved James.   
 

James hugged his friend and thanked him. They had a little nap and decided 
to leave the place. They were about to leave, when James carved something 
on the rock.   
It was ‘My best friend saved my life!’ 
 

Paul asked ‘Why are you writing all this, James?’ James replied, ‘You slapped 
me and I wrote it in sand. It was definitely not a good thing to do. However, if 
you go and have a look at the sand you can find nothing written there. Now I 
carved the good deed on the stone, and it will remain forever!’  
 

The lesson from this story is that we have to forgive the bad deeds done to us 
and fondly remember good deeds.   
  
From: http://www.kidsworldfun.com/shortstories_sandandstone.php.  
 

http://www.kidsworldfun.com/shortstories_sandandstone.php
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Listen to the exercises and complete them. 
(leave a pause between each number) 
  
Number 1 : Answer ‘True’, ‘False’ or ‘No Information Given’ by marking  
 with a tick (). The first one has been done for you.  
 

a. Paul and James were best friends.  
The correct answer is TRUE. (pause) 

b. Paul and James shared their food equally. 
Mark the correct box now. (pause)    

c. Paul slapped James and they walked in silence. 
Mark the correct box now. (pause)  

d. When they arrived at the oasis they found a lot of food. 
Mark the correct box now. (pause)   

e. Paul saved James from drowning.    
Mark the correct box now. (pause) 

f. After ten years some people found the stone near the oasis. 
Mark the correct box now. (pause)   

 
Number 2: Mark the correct answer with a tick (). The first one has been 
done for you. 
 
i. The two friends were called   
a. Paul and Tom. 
b. James and Paul.  
c. Tom and James. 
The correct answer is (b) James and Paul. 
 
ii. They were in search of  
a. an oasis.   
b. a job.  
c. friendship.  
Mark the correct box now. (pause) 
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iii. They passed through a lot of places and were supporting each other  
a. with food and drink.   
b. throughout the journey. 
c. with sand and stones.   
Mark the correct box now. (pause) 
 
iv.     They were very tired after passing  
a. through the hot desert.   
b. through a village.  
c. through a forest.   
Mark the correct box now. (pause) 
 
iv.     Before they left the oasis they  
a. ate some food.   
b. bought a horse.  
c. had a short nap.   
Mark the correct box now. (pause) 
 
v.     James wrote the good deeds on stone because  
a. they will remain forever.   
b. they will be rubbed off.  
c. they will decorate the surroundings.   
Mark the correct box now. (pause) 
 
 
Number 3: Complete the sentence.         
The story teaches us that we must always _______________ each other.  
 
(Allow the students 30 seconds to answer the question) 
 
You now have some time to check your answers. (3 minutes) 
This is the end of Task Two and the end of the Listening examination. 
 


